IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
Third Sunday in Advent
(Divine Setting Four)

December 12, 2021—10am
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today! Please prepare yourselves using these questions as a guide:
• Have I been baptized in the Name of the Triune God, Father, Son & Holy Spirit?
• Do I believe that I am a sinful being without hope for eternal life except in mercy of Jesus Christ?
• Do I believe in Jesus as My Savior?
• Do I believe that Jesus Christ is personally present in communion with His body and blood to
forgive my sins, as the Bible teaches?
• Do I desire and strive by the power of the Holy Spirit to live a God-pleasing life?
As you come to the Lord’s Supper you are affirming with each communicant that Jesus is your Lord and
Savior, and that the Lutheran Church’s confession of Jesus Christ and His Supper is your confession as well.
Prelude
Hymn: #341 “Lift up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”

Tune and text: Public domain
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The Invocation
Pastor:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People:
Amen.
The Confession of Sins
Pastor:
Our help is in the name of the Lord.
People:
Who made heaven and earth.
Pastor
If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
People:
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Pastor:
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
People:
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen
The Word of Absolution
Pastor:
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People:
Amen.
Introit
Pastor: Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice. Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose
hope is in the Lord his God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith
forever; who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets the
prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the
Lord loves the righteous.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Kyrie

The Salutation
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
The Collect for The Day
Pastor:
Let us pray:
People:
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts
by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
People:
Amen.
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The Old Testament Reading – Zephaniah 3:14-20
4
Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of
Jerusalem!
15
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD,
is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil.
16
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O
Zion; let not your hands grow weak.
17
The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with
gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.
18
I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
19
Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change
their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.
20
At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather
you together; for I will make you renowned and praised among
all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before
your eyes,” says the LORD.
Pastor:
This is the Word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.
The Gradual
All:
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. Behold, Your king is
coming to you; righteous and having salvation. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.
Epistle Reading – Philippians 4:4-7
4
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.
5
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God.
7
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.
Pastor:
This is the Word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.
Special Music: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Hand Bells
The Gospel
Pastor:
The Holy Gospel is written in the 7th chapter of St. Luke beginning at the 18th verse.
People:
Glory be to Thee, O Lord!
18
The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19 calling two of his disciples to him,
sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”
20
And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’”
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In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were
blind he bestowed sight.
22
And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their
sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good
news preached to them.
23
And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
24
When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?
25
What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in
splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings' courts.
26
What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.
27
This is he of whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare
your way before you.’
28
I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the
kingdom of God is greater than he.”
Pastor:
This is the Gospel of our Lord.
People:
Praise be to Thee, O Christ!
21

The Apostles Creed
All:
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; The third day
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn #349 “Hark the Glad Sound”

Tune and text: Public domain
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Sermon – “Are you He who is to come? Luke 7:18-28
I. Some identify Him wrongly
II. The answer to the test.
A. From the test of scripture
B. From the test of John
Offering

Prayer of the Church
The Prayers
Peace & comfort for the family of Mary Bronder, great-aunt of Marsha Doon
Successful procedure for Pastor Farnsworth
Thanksgiving for a safe delivery of a baby boy to Lauren & Ray Lopez
(Please help us keep our attendance numbers accurate by filling out the attendance cards and
putting in basket on the way out.)
The Lord’s Prayer
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Institution
Matthew 26:26-28
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way
also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
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Agnus Dei

Distribution
Distribution Hymn: #337 “The Night Will Soon Be Ending”

Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000800
Tune: Public domain
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Nunc Dimittis

Post-Communion Collect
Pastor: Let us pray
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy
Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage
that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of
the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
The Benedicamus and Benediction
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
People: Amen.
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The Closing Hymn #347 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”

Tune and text: Public domain

Altar flowers are placed to the glory of God.
The Hispanic Congregation Service wants to give thanks to this beautiful family of Immanuel.
Each one of you reflects the love of Jesus Christ and together we will grow the kingdom of God
Happy Thanksgiving!!!
Blessings
Pastor Miguel and Katherine

Services will be live-streamed and a recording of service will be posted by the end of the day.
Please keep the church office updated on prayers that have been asked to be kept on indefinitely, military and
ones for continued healing or cancer treatments.
Continued Prayers
Peace & comfort for the family of Ray Dempsey, friend of Pastor Farnsworth and step-son of Linda Dempsey
Peace & comfort for the family of Randy, neighbor of Frank & Faith Plumb
We pray to God our Lord for the new Hispanic Mission in Immanuel and that through the Holy Spirit he will give us guidance to
share the Gospel with new families.
Employment for those struggling to find a job
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Healing
Richard Seedroff
Wilma Meyferth
Riley & Bailey, victims of shooting at MI High School, friend of Pastor Farnsworth’s sister
Battling with Cancer or Serious Illness
Dr. Khalid Mahmood, father of Farrah Briggs
Richard Seedroff
Barbara Knott
Amber, mother of Emma Bieske
Yvonne Lenzen, grandmother of Grace Sierra
Gloria McNail, aunt of Susan Tumlin
Cheryl Ford
Pat, suffering with dementia, Aunt of Beth Hutches
Joann, friend of Beth Hutches
Anona, friend of Susan Tumlin
Cathy Nichols with terminal cancer, mother of Cathy Wilson
Raymond, brother of Barbara LaVere
David, brother of Larry Habeck
Barbara LaVere
Tracy, cousin of Jacquelyn Hahn
Lisa Steinbrueck, niece of the Steinbrueck’s
Alan Sparks
Don Swisher, step-father of Larry Habeck
Bill, (w/brain cancer) uncle of Brian Littrel
David Parkinson, brother of Betty Loraamm
Tom Meyferth
PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY
Safety for… and strength for families:
Matthew Reikowski as he is deployed on the Carl S. Vinson
Logan Crouse, US Army, great-nephew of Joan Crouse, stationed at Ft. Campbell in NC
Carson Crouse, US Army, great-nephew of Joan Crouse, stationed at Ft. Bragg
Samuel Drake, Captain stationed at Holloman AFB in Alamogordo, NM, son of Kerry Drake
Xander Ritter, USMC, deployed to Okinawa, Japan
Matthew Albers, Major in USAF and in command in Sacramento, CA, son of Deb Albers
Gavin Mattson, para-rescue man, stationed in the Panhandle of FL, grandson of Edith Mattson
Jeremy Brockmeier (USMC) & family, stationed in South Korea, son of Jerry and Janice Brockmeier

PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILIES
Sunday: Doug & Susan Kretchman
Monday: Kim Launikitis, Steve
Tuesday: Barbara LaVere
Wed:
Gary & Linda Lepelletier
Thursday: Jim Levi
Friday:
Helen Lewis
Saturday: Brian Littrel, Joshua, Alexander
PRAYERS FOR OUR SCHOOL STUDENTS & FAMILIES
Sunday Aria Ivory
Monday: Elijah Jennings
Tuesday: Hailey Jenson
Wed:
David Jessopp
Thurs:
Elizabeth & Henry Jewett
Friday: Jason & Madison Johnson
Saturday Olivia Jones
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Please take this scripture and prayer that the Transition Committee has prepared and place it on your refrigerator
or in a spot where you can see it often. We would encourage all of our Immanuel family to memorize the
scripture verse each week and to daily lift each other, the Committee and Pastor Farnsworth in prayer.
“Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect him, because he knows
my name. When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue
him and honor him. With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation.” –
Psalm 91:14-16
A prayer in the narrow sense for Pastor Farnsworth & his family.
A prayer in the wide sense for every believer in the one true God.
Dearest heavenly Father,
Thank you for loving me, thank you for delivering me, thank you for protecting
me, thank you for answering me, thank you for being with me, thank you for
rescuing me, thank you for honoring me, thank you for satisfying all my needs
and thank you for first loving me. Amen
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